
Trends in Language Use: Understanding Language Change 

 

An exclusive National webinar session for the students of SN College was organised by the 
Department of English & Journalism and Mass Communication in association with IQAC on 
22nd September on the topic, “Trends in Language: Understanding Language Change.) 

Dr. Kanthimathi, Assistant Professor of English SDNB Vaishnav College for Women, 
Chennai. This programme was coordinated by Dr. Sruthi Nandan, Assistant Professor, 
Department of English, SNC,Kollam. 

The session was pulled off by Ahijit Krishna, one of the first year Journalism students 
at SNC Kollam, who gave a perfect take off and served. As a host to this webinar. The tactful 
management ensured the smoothness of the programme. The session began with the prayer by 
Jyothirmayi. The programme was kicked off by Ms Radhika (HOLD), Dept of English 
welcoming the audience and the resource person. The session was preceded by the honourable 
Principal Dr R. Sunil Kumar, Associate Professor, of this renowned institution, who gave a 
brief introduction about the programme where he also mentioned the recent issue that was 
raised in a panchayat in Kerala, regarding the salutation that is still in practice, which has been 
made a custom since the time of the British rule, in India. He gave an overall view about the 
intention of this programme. 

The programme was then handled by the keynote speaker, Dr Kanthimathi, who 
addressed everyone and laid the topic unfolded. 

The man points of discussion were as follows. 

 a) Is there a link between language and society? 

 b) Code mixing and switching 

 c) Reasons for mixing Languages 

 d)Why do we mix Languages? 

The science behind the apprehension of different language were discussed. A child being 
exposed 

 to different languages would be able to differentiate and respond to each of the sources as their 
brains could actually compartmentalize each language Separately, compared to a person over 
teenagers, as for the person, it would remain merged. 

e) What are the changes that we have seen in languages? 

 English borrows several words every day and the language is ever growing.Some languages 
are dying, contrary to the growth of certain languages 

f) What is the effect of language change? 

g) Language extinction  

     It is a serious concern which is to be discussed as cultures die with a language, 

hence it should be taken care of. 



h) Why should we use our mother tongue? 

It helps build thoughts and emotions. Several ideas to acquire language skills were 

discussed. 

i)Will our children speak our mother tongue? 

i)Who are the change makers? 

The idea that the young generation always serve to be the change makers, inspired and 
motivated the audience. 

Towards the end of the session, a few questions were asked by Dr Kanthimathi and 
encouraged the audience to put forward their queries for which many students responded. The 
fact that there are about 122 major and 1599 minor languages India, out of which one language 
dies every fortnight, was new information to many. 

The programme concluded with Dr Sruthi Nandan, Asst Professor, Dept of English at 
SNC, expressing the vote of thanks to the Keynote speaker, Dr Kanthimathi, on behalf of the 
faculty and students of the college. 

 



 

 

 

 

 


